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Th> SPEAKER took the Chair at
3.30 p.m., and read prayers.

RETURN—LOCAL OPTION FPOLL
RESULTS.
Mr. DWYER : On the 28th Novem-

ber the member for Subiaco (Mr. B
J. Stubbs) on my behalf asked that
a return be laid on the Table showing
the results at each polling booth in
connection with the last local option
poll. At the time I asked for the return
I required it in connection with certain
points and arguments on local option.
The return was not supplied in time,
and cannot be availed of now, and I
understand it will be rather an ex.
pensive return and will take up a con-
siderable amount of the time of some of
the officers in the Electoral Department.
With the permission of the House I wish
to have this order discharged.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
move to that effect.

Mr. SPEAKER:
<arried, was it not ?

The motion was
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Mr. DWYER : Yes.

Mr, SPEAKER : Then it is no longer
in possession of the House.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : It will
be simply a waste of money. It isof no
service and the compilation will put
the State to considerable expense. If
the House will permit the order to be
cancelled—

Hon, Frank Wilson: Ignore it; the
hon. member says he does not want it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tt is
an order of the House and should be
carri.d out.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. membe®
who is vitally conce:ned does not now
require the information, and provided
the House does not insist upon the
resolution being carricd out, there is no
obligation on the Minister to supply the
information.

The ATTORNEY CENERAL: Now
that it has been placed on record I
think the matter might be allowed to
lapse.

AUDITOR GEXERAL'S REPORT.

Th- SPEAKER laid on the Table the
concluding portion of the Auditor
General's report for the year 1911-12.

QUESTION—GWALIA HOTEL
CHARGES.

Mr. FOLEY (without notice) asked
the Premicr: Is it a fact that there is a
saloon bar at the State hotel at Gwalia
at which a higher price is charged for
drinks than in the ordinary bar? TIf
30, will the Premier have inquiries made
with a view of abolishing the higher
price.

The PREMIER replied: I am not
: ware whether there are two bars, but
if there are and if a person likes to pay
double the price in the saloon bar, I see
no regson to prevent him from doing so.

QUESTION—RATLWAY CONSTRUCT-
ION, WICKEPIN-MERREDIN.

Mr. MONGER (without notice) asked
the Minister for Worksa : Ia it a fact that
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a number of men have been discharged
from the construction work on the
Wickepin-Merredin railway ? If so, what
are the reasons for such dismissals ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied : I have no knowlcdge of any men
having been discharged.

PAPERS PRESENTED,
" By the Minister for Lands: 1, Report
on the operations of the Agricultural
Bank of Western Australia for the year
ended 30th June, 1912, 2, Repart of the
Survevor Geueral for the yvear ended 30h
June, 12,

By the Premier: Return re Temporary
Public Servants (ordered on motion by
Mr. Dwyer}.

By Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary
Minister: 1, Report of Proceedings by the
Registrar of Friendly Societies under
Friendly Socicties Aect, 1894, Benefit
Building Societies Aect, 1363, Co-operative
and Provident Societies Aet, 1903, Work-
ers’ Compensation Aect, 1902, Truck Act,
1899. 2, Report of the Police Depart-
ment for the vear ended 30th June.
M2 3, Report of the Registrar of
Friendly Saocielies for the year ended
30th June, 1M2. 4, Report of the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust Commissioners for
the year ended 30th June, 1912. 5, Re-
port of the Superintendent of Public
Charities for the vear ended 30th June,
1712,

QUESTION—IMMIGRATION
AGENTS' BONUS.

Mr, McDONALD asked the Premier :
1, What bonus is paid per capita to
immigration agents in the Unitzd King-
dom for securing immigrants ? 2, How
much for an adult male * 3, How much
for adult female ?

The PREMIER veplied: 1, The Gov-
ernment understand that the bonus paid
by the State for each adult immi-
erant is £1, children under 12 half that
amount. As regards nominated immi-
grants commission is only paid in a few
cazes. 2 and 3, The honus payable is as
ahove, irrespective of sex.
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QUESTION—GOVERNMENT
PATHOLOGIST, RESIGNATION.

Hon. FRANK WILSON asked the
Honorary Minister: 1, Has the resigna-
tion of Dr. McClintock the Government
Pathologist, Bacteriologist, et¢., heen
asccepted ? 2, What was the cause of
hizs resignation ¥ 3, Who has been
appeinted Deputy Ccmmissioner of Public
He Ith and Actin: Principal Medical
Officer * 4, 'n this appointment were
the Medical Officers of the Department
consulted 7 5, Was the recommendation
of the DPublic Service Commissioner
obtained ?* If not, why not? 6, Has
the best available expert in the State
been selected ¥ If not, why not? 7,
What are the selected officer’s records,
experiences, and professional qualifi-
cations ! 8, Has h> seen the .Colonial
Office and other records of Dr. McClin-
tock ¥ If so, does he not think them
superior to any others con'idered ? 9,
Why was the appointment made withoub
giving other officers in the Service an
opportunity of advancing their claims ?
10, Upon whose recomunendation was
the appointment made ?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
1. The resignation has been aceepled by
Cabinet, but has nol yet heen deall with

by His Excellency the Governor in
Council. 2, Dissalisfied at nol being

appointed Aecting Prineipal Medieal Oli-
cer and Commissioner of Public Heaiilx
during the absence of Dr. Hope on leave.
3, Dv. R. C. E. Atkinson, the senior mnedi-
cal officer at Head Office, who had pre-
viously filled the position during the Prin-
cipal Medical Oficer’s absence from the
State. 4. Yes, the Principal Medieal
Officer, Dr. Hope. 5, Acting appoiniments
are outside the jurisdiction of the Publie
Service Commissioner. 6, Not v Tir,
MeClintoek’s estimation: he was the one
person qualified. 7, Master of Arts, with
Honours in Chemistry (University of New
Zeanland), Bachelor of Medicine and
Bachelor of Surgery of Edinburgh Uni-
versity; Diploma of Public Health, Cam-
bridge University; Acting Principal Medi-
cal Officer and Commissioner of Publie
Health, Western Australia, September-
October, 1911—Good. 8, Yes. No. 9,
The usnal procedure was followed. 10,
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The Honorary Minister (Hon. W. C.
Angwin} after consultation with the De-
puty Public Service Commissioner, the
Under Secretary and the Principal Medi-
eal Offieer,

QUESTION—ESTATE REPUR-

CHASE, JELCOBINE.

Mr. HARPER asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Is he aware that the re-
purchased Jelcobine Estate is unused
and uncared for at the present time ?
2, Also that the buildings and fences may
at eny time be burnt by a bush fire ?
3, Why has the estate not been sub-
divided and sold in accordance with the
Act for the repurchase of estates ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: 1, No; e estate has been under
the supervision of the distriet surveyor
since its purchase, and a carctaker has
been employed for many months. 2, The
caretaker’s duties arve to tnke steps to
protect the buildings and fences from
damage by fire. 3, The delay in dealing
with the estate was due te the necessity
for amending the original surveys. A
plan of the subdivision is now being
finally dealt with,

QUESTION—TIMBER OPERATIONS,
JARRAHWQOOD.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN asked the Minister
for Lands: 1, Whether he is aware that
Millars’ Combine have constructed a
railway line into, or adjacent to Crown
Jands at the back of the combine’s Jarrah-
wood concession ? 2, Whether he is
aware that it is alleged that the combine
are removing logs from the Crown lands
for milling purposes * 3, Whether per-
mission hss been granted or arrange-
ments made to allow them to do so ?
4, Will he have the necessary inquiry
made and take proceedings against the
combine if it is found they are illegally
removing timber from Crown lands ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: 1, Yes, 2, Yes. 3 and 4, No
special permisgion ig required. The coun-
try i1s open Crown lands, and therefore
available to anyone to cut timber under
erdinary regnlations governing license
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and royalty. Consideration is how-
ever, being given to the question of pro-
teeting timber areas open in this way by
reserving them for Government require-
ments,

BILLS (3)—THIRD READING,
1, Mines Regulation Act Amendment,
2, Government Trading Concerns.
3, Wyalkatchem-Mount Marshall Rail-
way,
Transmitted to the Legislative Council.

RESOLUTION—OBSERVATORY
RESERVE.

Touncil's Message.

Message from the Legislative Council
received requesting concurrence in the
following resolution :—* That in the
opinion of this House the Government
should not transfer any portion of the
Observatory reserve to the Federal Gov-
ernment, and requests the concurrence
of the Legislative Assembly therein.”

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam): I do
not propose to do more then formally
move—

That the resolution be agreed to.
This is & perfectly reasonabie request to
make, and I hope the Government will
see that no portion of this land is trans-
ferred to the Commonwealth, at any rate,
not without consulting Parliament.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
T. H. Bath): I would like to point out
to the hon. member that the question
of the transfer of the reserve is a matter
entirely dependent on the disposal of the
Observatory, and as pointed out by the
Premier last night, owing to the repre-
sentations which were made by scientific
bodies in the United Kingdom, the
question of the disposal of the Observ.
atory has been deferred until the end
of the financial year, in order that their
desire to make representations to the
Federal Government and to others may
be carried out. This Government nego-
tiated with the Federal Government in
regard to the transfer of the Observatory
but they are so far not prepared to take
up the offer under the proposals sub-
mitted to them. If, however, at any
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time the Federal Government decided
to take over the Observatory, we have
no power to prevent them from acquiring
the reserve upon which the Observatory
stands, Under a Commonweslth Act,
provision is made for the compulsory
acquisition of land, and the Federal Gov-
ernment can take that area, or any other
ares which it requires for public pur.
poses, with or without our consent, and
ii they decide to take over the Observ-
atory, they would also take over the
reserve, and then it would be entirely
e question with us of deciding on what
terms it should be taken over. We
would be powerless to say, ' No, you
shall not take the reserve.” Under
those eircumstances, the resclution is
only & pious expression of opinion.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (in reply): I
hope the Minister will endeavour to
retain the site in the possession of the
State. Of course, I reslise that, if the
Federal suthorities teke over the Ob.
servatory, they may have the power to
take over some portion of the ground,
but so far as we can, we should retain it.
The Federal authorities, when they take
over our properties, we know by exper-
ience, are very slow in paying for them.

The Minister for Lands: I think you
had better withdraw the resclution.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : Let it go
through.
Question. put and negatived.
BILL—WOREERS HOMES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Council's requested amendments.

Bilt returned from the Legislative
Council with a schedule of requested
amendments which were now considered.

In Commitiee,

Mr. Holman in the Chair ; the Premier
in charge of the Bill.

No. 1, Clause 2—Add the following at
the end of the clause:—" By striking
out from the definition of the * wcrker ¥
the word *“ three "’ and inserting ** four *:

The PREMIER moved—

That the amendment be made.
It was reverting to what had been
originally introduced in the principal

Act, when the salary of the wo ker was
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set at £400. In another place this had
been reduced to £300, but-now they had.
reverted to the original figure.

Question passed, the Council's amend-
ment mede.

No, 2—Add the following new clause
to stand as Clause 8:—Section 24,
Subsection (1), paragraph (e) of the
principal Act is amended by the insertion
after the word " morigage”™ of the
words ‘‘ or liability ” :

The PREMIER : Section 24 gave the
board power to make advances for the
erection of homes. Under the section
there was power to discharge any mort-
gage on the helding, and now the amend-
ment proposed.to add after *‘ mortgage ™
the words ‘‘or liability.” He moved—

That the amendment be made.

Question passed, the Council’s amend-
ment made.

No. 3—Add the following new clause
to stand as Clause 10:—Section 29,
paragraph (¢} of the principal Act is
amended by omitting the wirds *‘six
per centum per annum (but subject to
& rebate as provided by eection thirty)
and inserting the words ** five per centum
per annum ”’ in lieu thereof :

The PREMIER moved—

That the amendment be not made,
The present conditions were that for an
advance made from the Workers’ Homes
Board six per cent; had to be paid with
8 rebate of half per cent. for prompt
payment. In the first place & home
secured under the leasehold system anly
remained in the possession of the appli-
cant so long as he actually resided in
it and the applicant could only dispose
of it to one purchaser, namely, the
board, and the leaseholder could only
get for the home what he had paid for
it, less depreciation, whereas a freeholder
could at any time dispose of his house
to whomsoever he pleased, and transfer
the mortgage. That permitted dummy-
ing in workers’ dwellings. Under the
leasehold principle the home really be-
longed to¢ the board until the payments
were complete, and even after that the
land continued to belong to the board.
The conditions as between the irecholder
and the leaseholder were altogether
different. The frecholder did as he
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liked with his home, just as if he had
obtained the money from elsewhere. It
was necessary that the board should
have a working margin of security, and
in his opinion 5} per cent. was little
enough,

Hon. Frank Wilson :
it is cheap enough.

Hon., J. MITCHRELL: While sorry
to find himsel in disagreement both
with hizs leader and the Premier, he
thought the freehold applicant should
be on the same footing as the leasehold
applicant. Why should not a man deo
as he liked with his own ? He objected
to diserimination. The man with the
freehold had more security to offer than
had the man with the leasehold. In
the country distriets the men who would
borrow would be mainly men who owned
small freehold blocks, and why should
not the Premier treat them generously ?
If the Premier obtained 5 per cent. and
did not make a bad debt he would be
doing fairly well.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
reason for the discrimination was a very
good one. So far as the leasehold was
concerned, the provisions of the Bill
were such that it would be difficnlt
for the person holding it to do other than
continue to hold it under the proposals
ermmbodied in the Bill for the purposes
of a worker’s home, but in the case of
advances apgainst frceholds for the erect-
ion of homes, certainly a very large
percentage, as the payments increased
in number, would pass out of the hands
of those who held them and into the
hands of persons helding a number of
houses, and renting them ocut.

Hon. J. Mitchell: They must pay
off first.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Where
conditions were made more stringent
in order to preserve the principle, it
was obvicus that we ought to give a
little more consideration to the lease-
helder in regard to th: actual monetary
terms, as against advances on freehold
in connection with which it was known
that the landlord element would creep
in later cn.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: One could
understand the Premier charging nine

You are right,
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and 10 per cent. to bachelors but six
per cent. was an unreasonably high rate
of interest to charge married men., The
Government should be cheerful givers,
and as the Christmas season was approach-
ing the Premier ought to be generous
and allow the people who were to have
the benefits of the Bill to have their
money at as low a rate of interest as
possible. There would be very few
bad debts made, and very little risk.
People ought not to be forced into
compounds established for workers'
homes.

The Premier: The amending Bill
makes provision for that.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : As one believing
frmly in the freehold he asked the
committee to 'assist him in reducing
the rate of interest.

Hon., FRANK WILSON : Whilst the
Government were rightly endeavouring
to assist those persons who desired to
have their own homes, they were by no
means & charitable institution and must
have regard to the value of money when
making advances. The Premier was
now borrowing money which would cost:
the State about 4% per cent., and after
he had paid the administration costs in
connection with his workers’ homes
there would be very little left of the six
per cent. The leaseholder was subject
to many harrassing conditions, so many
that probably he would not teke ad-
vantage of the Bill, but the freeholder
whilst debarred from speculating and
required to get the approval of the Board
to sell his property, yet had the advan-
tage that he could sell out. Money ob-
tained at six per cent. was cheap to-day
for any private borrower, and ¢heap even
if one could only get two-thirds or half
the value of the property being mort-
gaged ; and when an individual could
get from the Government practicsily
the whole value of his building to be put
on his freehold he should pay six per
cent., with of course the rebate of % per
cent. if he paid his instalments promptly.
That was a very liberal provision which
thousands of pecople ought to take ad.
vantage of. When money became
cheaper, ag it would later on when the
disturbed state of things in Europe was
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settled, it would be an easy rnatter to
amend the Bill and reduce the rate of
interest,

Question put and passed ;
¢il’'s amendment not made.

Amendment No. ¢ (consequential) not
made,

Resolutions reported, the report adopt-
ed, and a Message accordingly returned
to the Legislative Council.

the Coun-

BILL—MONEY LENDERS.
Council’'s Amendments.
Bill returned from the Legislative
Council with schedule of 14 amendments,
which were now considered.

In Commatiee.

Mr. Holman in the Chair ; Mr. Dwyer
in charge of the Bill.

Mr. DWYER : Before moving to accept
en globe the amendments made by
another place, he desired to express his
gratitude to Mr. Ardagh for the able
way in which he had piloted the Bill
through the Council. He was accepting
the amendments not altogether because
he agreed with them ,but because he was
anxious that the Bill shouid be saved,
for even with the amendments this
would be a most useful piece of legis-
lation. The rate of interest in all cases
had been raised by the Council, and the
coming into force of the Bill had been
postponed from the st January to the
lst July. Why there should be that
delay he did not know, because if there
were any merits in the Bill the sooner
it came into operation the Dbetter.
Words had been inserted in the Bill
so that a person must prove his bona-
fides, but now the onus of proof was
changed.

Hon. Frank Wilson : Are you going to
accept these amendments ?

Mr. DWYER : Yes; not because he
liked them but because he must. In
New Zealand, 10 per cent. was the limit,
but in Victoria it was 12} per cent.
Another place had seen fit to make the
provision 124 per cent., but had gone
still further than the Vietorian pro.
vision, because in Victoris, any person
lending money at 124 per cent. was
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within the definition of & money lender,
whereas under the Bill as amended by
the Council this was struck out, and &
person who lent money at any rate of
interest did not come within the defini-
tion of a money lender. That was a
serious defect. In Clause 5 the Counecil
made provision that a wmoney lender
could trade in his own name or under an
alias as he chose, In Clause 7 an omis-
sion had been remedied by inserting the
word “ material.”” He moved—
That the amendmente be agreed to.

Question passed, the Council’'s amend-
ments agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopt-
ed, and a Message accordingly returned
to the Legislative Couneil.

BILL—EMPLOYMENT BROKERS
ACT AMENDMENT.
Council’s Amendments.

Bill returned from the Legislative

Council with two amendments which
were now considered. - -

In Committee.

Mr. Holman in the Chair ; Hon. W. C.
Angwin {Honorary Minister) in charge of
the Bill

No. 1, Clause 2—Strike out (11} A
definition is inserted as follows :—*‘ Pre-
scribed ' means prescribed or anthorised
by regulation under this Act.

No. 2, Clause 6—Strikke out the words
* Both such amounts shall be equal in
every case, and shall not exceed the pre-
seribed amount ”’ :

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Legisla-
tive Council had seen fit to strike out
the provision for prescribing fees to be
charged for employment brokers, but they
had agreed to the provisions by which
licengsing courts should be the courts
for licensing employment brokers, and
by which factory inspectors would have
control over employment brokers. The
Council had also agreed that particulars
should be given on every engagement.
He moved— - .

That the amemlrments bc agrecd to.
. NANSON : There was practically
nothing left in the Bill, One was amazed
at the Government agreeing to the
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measure in such a disembowelled con-
dition. Ewven if these psople were put
under factory inspectors, what powers
had these inspectors over them ?

‘Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It was im-
portant that particulars had to be dis-
closed when a person applied for an
engagement. The inspection would be
better under the factory inspectors who
who would be able to oppose the granting
of a license to persons not fit to hold

licenses. It was advisable to acceph the
amendments.
Mr. NANSON : It only meant a.ddmg

another couple of pages to the statute-
book. As to the getting of information,
it would be absurd for a man to seek
an engagement without getting the par-
ticulars at the time, and as for as the
other point, the police had ample power
to desl with these registry offices.

-Question passed, the Council’'s amend-
ments agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report &dopt-
ed, and & Message accordingly returned
to the Legislative Council .

BILL—MELVILLE WATER AND
FRESHWATER BAY ROAD.

Returned from the Legislative Councit
without am:ndment.

BILL—PERMANENT RESERVES.

Retarned from the Legislative Council
without amendment.

BILL—ROADS ACT AMENDMENT.
Council’'s Amendments.

Bill returned from the Legislative
Council with five amendments, which
were now considered.

In Committee.
Mr. Holman in the Chair, the Minister
for Works in charge of the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
was his intention to move that the
whole of the amendments made by the
Legislative Council be agreed to.

Mr. NANSON : What are the amend-
ments and what is the effect of them ?
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No. 1, Clause 29, Subelause 2—After
the word “area”™ in line 2, insert the
words “‘ and if se required by .fre roads
board "’ :

Mr., NANSON: That would permit
th roads board to allow pocket hand-
kerchief blocks. Wer: we tJ agree
to that ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : This
practice gave the right to the roads
board to decide, instead of the Biil
deciding definitely, what the area should
be. The bhoard might alter the area
if desirable. He moved—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed ; the Coun-
cil’s amendment agreed to.

No. 2, Clause 29, Subclause 3—Add
the following proviso :—" Provided that
where a plan of subdivision embraces
allotments both over and under half
an acre in area the deposit payable under
this subsection shall apply oaly to such
portions of the said roads as abut on
allotments of less than half &n acre
in ares e
This would allow the provision in Sub-
clause 3 to apply to an area under as
well as over an acre. He moved—

That the amendment be agreed lo.

Question put and passed ; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 3, Clause 33—Strike out the
words, “the end of the year 1913
and insert the words “ the thirtieth
day of June, 1914 :

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : This
extended the time for the operation of
the measure from 1913 to the 30th June,
1914, giving the Government more time
in which to introduce a comprehepsive
measure. He moved—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed ; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 4—Insert a new clanse to stand
as Clause 25: * Section 203, Subsection
4 of the principal Act is amended by
inserting after the word “be,”” in line
14 thereof, the words ““ not more than " :

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Sub-
section 4 of Section 203 dealt with
valuations of gas mains, electric lines,
ete. ; the object of the amendment was
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to say that the charge should not be
more than 58. per centum. He moved—
That the amendment be agreed lo.

Question put and passed ; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. —Add & new clause as follows :—
*“ Where any rateable property is occu-
pied by or leased to any person who
hes contracted to pay the rates thereon
the occupier or lessee may appeal against
any entry in the rate book in the same
manner ag if he werc the owner -of the
said property snd as if his name had been
inserted in the rate book as such owner ” :

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : This
was pgiving the oceupier the right to
get on or off the rate book. He moved—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed ; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions  reported, the report
adopted and a Message accordingly
returned to the Legislutive Council.

Sitting suspended from 57 to 545 p.m.

BILL—LAND AND INCOME
TAX (No 2).

All Stages.

Message received from. the (lovernor
recomrnending the Biil.

On motion by the Premier, Bill intro-
duced and read a first time,

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scadden) in
moving the second reading said : I merely
desire to explain to hon. members that
it is now necessary to introduce this Bill
imposing & land and income tax for the
present year owing to the other measure
having been rejected by the Legislative
Council. Hon. members will notice by
looking at Clause 2 that the land tax
will be continued as at present ‘‘ at the
rate of one penny for every £1 sterling
on the unimproved value as assessed by
or under the said Act on all land charge-
able with such tax,” and that the rebates,
exemptions and deductions as provided
in the Land and Tncome Tax Assessment
Act, 1907 are allowed. In regard to
incomes the existing rate is 4d. in the £
irrespective of the amount taxable, but
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we propose to make a graduation from
4d. in the £ to 1s. in the £ in the manner
suggested by the leader of the Qpposition
and other members, when the previous
Bill was under discussion. Without
any further words, I beg te move—

That the Bill be now read a« second

time.
Point of Order.

Mr. Nanson: A question arises on
which it would be well to get a ruling
as to whether this Bill is in order. In
another place a Bill for imposing &
graduated income tax was rejected, and
I notice this measure also imposes a
graduated income tax.

The Premier: 1 did not introduce &
Bill to impose a graduated income tax.

Mr. Nanson : Undoubtedly the Premier
did.

The Premier : That, together with other
things. I admit that it included a
graduated income tax.

Mr. Nanson : It made specific provision
for a graduated income tax and un-
doubtedly that was the most important
principle in the Bill. The Bili has been
rejected, and if the hon. member can
find & more important principle in the
measure than the point as to whether a
tax shall be graduated or whether it
shall not be graduated I should like to
hear it.

The Premier : No exception was taken
to the graduation.

Mr. Nanson : It does not raatter that
no verbal objection was taken to the
graduation. As a matter of fact, the
Bill was rejected practically without
discussion. A speech was made by the
Colonial Secretary in moving the Bill,
and a speech against it by another hon.
member, and then the Bill was rejected
without any other member of the
House expressing an opinion on it at all ;
but as I pointed out, there was no more
important feature in the Bill then the
principle of a graduated income tax.

The Premier : The graduations are not
the same. There is a different principle
involved.

Mr. Nanson : Well, it would have heen

better for the Premier to have pointed
out the difference. e
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The Premier: I distincily said that
the provisions in this Bill are on the basis
suggested by hon. members, and are a
different proposition altogether from
those contained in the previous Bill.

Mr. Nanson : Clause 13 of the rejected
Bill provides for an income tax at rates
specified in the schedule, and previous
to that we had an income tax in operation
which did not recognise this principle of
graduation at all. Now we find that
this Bill introduces again the principle
of a graduation of the income tax, and
whether the graduation is the same, is
not the point. The real question is
whether the principle of a graduation
has not been deull with in another Bill,
and whether this Bill does not also deal
with the principle of graduation. It is
not the details we have to deal with as
much as the principle. The distinguish-
ing feature of the tax hitherto existing
and that which the Governinent wished
to sece existing was that in the one case
it was not & graduated tax and in the
other case it is graduated. A gradu-
ated tax has already been rejected by
another place, and I submit that in
accordance with the Standing Orders,
the matter being one already decided
this session, & Bill for a graduated income
tax cannot be again introduced.

The Premier: The hon. member is
entirely wrong in asserting that the
present measure is the same in substance
as the Bill rejected in another place. In
the first place it must be remembered
that under the existing law we are com-
pelled to annually bring down u measure
of this description imposing the rate of the
land and income tex. Owur proposal in
the previous Bill embodied the land and
income tax and the assessment machinery
in the one measure, repealed the Divi-
dend Duties Act and brought com-
pa.rfjes under the income tax.

TMr. Nanson : I say that is not a prin-
ciple, but merely a matter of procedure.

The Premier : Those were the principles
embodied in the Bil, namely, that we in-
eluded in the one measure machinery for
imposing a land tax and an income tax ;
we repealed the Dividend Duties Act,
and we brought companies under the
income tax. There is no such prineciple
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contained in this measure. The only
principle in this Bill is in accordance
with the existing law ; it is totally differ-
ent from the Bill rejected by snother
place. In the graduation provisions a
totally different system is adopted. If
there was not a different principle in the
rejected Bill, then there was no justifi-
cation for the severe attack on the Gov-
ernmeat and myself by the West Aus-
tralian, by members of ancther place,
and also by members opposite on account
of the graduations proposed in that Bill,
aud if there was a difference, the prin-
ciples of the two Bills cannot be the same.
Hon. members surely cannot argue that
they ure the same when they have to
admit that there was a totally different
proposition for graduations in the pre-
vious measure. The other measure was
a8 machinery measure, a consolidating
measure, and a repealing measure, and
it brought about a taxation on & basis
totally differentfrom this. Ii this is the
same in substance ag the Bill defeated in
another place there was no objeet in
introducing enother measure ; we could
have simply introduced this one.

Mr. Nanson : You have taken portion
of another Bill.

The Premier: The hon. member will
find that any Bill has certain provisions
the same as another Bill. That was so
in the case of the Game Bill, the State
Hotels Bill, and the Arbitration Bill.

‘We had the same provisions to some

extent in each of them, but they must
be the smme in =ubstance, must have
the same object in view, and have the
same effect when in operation, but there
is nothing of the same effect when in
operation in the Bill rejected by the
Council and the Bill now before the
Chamber.

Hon. ¥Frank Wilson : If we are to have
8 graduated income tax, then this is
the form in which I wish to see it, but
I am afraid that the Premier is courting
disaster in another place by introducing
this measure.

The Premier : We will get it in, don’t
worry. We will prorogue and then
bring it in.

Hon. Frank Wilson: It is just as
well that the Premier should know the
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denger he runs end the rocks that he
will wreck his taxation measure upon.
I think my colleague was justified in
drawing attention to this point.

The Premier: You are asking for the
Bill to be thrown out.

Hon. Frank Wilson : Nothing of the
sort. We raised a point of order so
that the House may not stultify itself
by doing something which it could not
legally do under its Standing Orders.

Mr. Turvey: Bubt you want the
Bill to be disallowed.

Hon. Frank Wilson : That has nothing
to do with it at all. We sent to the
Legislative Council & machinery Bill,
an assessment Bill including fresh tax-
ation proposals altogether different from
the existing law. One of the main
features of that Bill was that it pro-
posed a graduated income tax in the place
of a fixed income tax to apply to all in-
comes no matter what the arnount might
be. Another place has rejected that
Bill and by their action have said—
*We disapprove of this graduated in-
cormne tax, and prefer that the existing
laxvv shall remain, for this session, at
any rate.”” The existing law passed
in 1807 does not give power for intro-
ducing in & small measure of this sort
a graduated income tax unless we amend
the previous Assessment Act. The As-
sessment Act provides with regard to’
income tax that * subject to the pro-
visions of this Ac¢t and the regulations
there shall be charged and levied and
collected by the Commissioner for the
use of his Majesty income tax at such
rate per pound as Parliament shall
from time to time declare.” It does
not say at such rates per pound, but
at such rate per pound. We cannot
have different rates per pound unless
that clause is amended.

The Premier: That is a point for the
courts to decide.

Hon. Frank Wilson: If the Premier
wants to make the matter perfectly
clear he will have to bring in a Bill
to amend the Assessment Act, but
that is a point which Mr. Speaker is
not asked to rule wuwpon. The only
other question is as to whether we
are going outside the Standing Orders
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to consider again something already
considered and decided upon, and which
is substantially the same. It appears
to me that this Bill is substantially the
same as the gradoations provided in
the Bill rejected in another place. Al-
though we have had a ruling here on
another measure, the Esperance North-
wards Railway, that it was in order,
and although I personally aceepted
that ruling as being correct, yet when it
reached another place the Bill was ruled
out of order. Are we to expect different
treatment so far as this measure is
concerned ? I want the Premier to
see that he gets reasonable revenue
under the existing law,

The Premier: Rubbish! You do
not want to see anything of the kind.

Hon. Frank Wilson: The Premiel
can have any opinion he likes. He can
have the opinion that I want to block
his taxation measure, He is so childish
and so irritable that he cannot debate
or discuss a question of this sort on
its merits.

Mr. Turvey: You know he is correct
all the same.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I do not know
anything of the sort. We cannot decide
important matters on personal feeling
between members. It does not matter
what I know or what the Premier or
the hon. member thinks, We want to
discuss the question on its merits from
the point of our Standing Orders. At
the present time the Speaker is asked
to rule whether we are acting in accord-
ance with our Standing Orders in con-

sidering a graduated income tax. In my
opinion we are not.
The Attorney General: I submit

that the ruling given the other night
applies in every particular to the case
now in hand. It would be absurd
to stultify the power of Parliament in
the way that has now been suggested.
If any accident happens to a Bill, if
there should be any flaw, technical or
otherwise, and the measure had been
sacrificed, to say that Parliarment cannot
remedy its own errors, cannot pass
legislation that is urgent and necessary
because of some technical flaw, would
be the height of absurdity ; but, ad-
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mitting it for the sake of argument,
I have had some few years experience
in Parliament and | have never known
8 point of this character to be raised
before.

Mr. Nanson: The British Parliament
has had to be specially prorogued to
meot difficulties of this description.

The Attorney General: Not diffi-
culties of this character. There is no
analogy in the cases the hon. member
refers to. It is where exactly. the same
Bill word for word, the ipsigsima verba,
has had to bz brought in again. But
that is not a case parallel with this.
In this House in this very session we
have adopted the prineiple ; wo have
followed the course of the Speaker’s
ruling ; we have had the Tramways Bill
{(No. 2), the State Hotels Bill (No. 2),
and other instances in this very session ;
and now this point is taken—Ifor what
purpose is cobvious. I submit there is
no parallel between the Bill defeated
and the Bill now proposed, except that
they are both taxation measures. That
is the only point there is between them.
If we were to adopt the kind of logic
that the leader of the Opposition and
the member for Greencugh (Mr. Nanson)
have adopted in raising this poeint, then
I could prov: that the leader of the
Opposition and the member for Green-
ough are one and the same person.
They have very much in common
physically ; they have both eyes and
noses end limbs and bodies, and they
are both animated by the same strong
motive-—the downing of the present
Government ; therefore, having so much
in common, they are the same in sub-
stance, and being the saine in substance,
they are the same thing. The absurdity
of that ynust strike at once. The tax-
ation measure that was introduced and
rejected was a combination measure
of machinery and a sessment, and it
proposed a certain form, it is true, of a
graduated income tax, but with an
enormous difference. The first Bill pro-
posed that through the imposition of a
tax graduated upwards there should be,
as it were, that overlapping that ex-
empted no stage or step from the full
application of the highest assessment to
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the highest income. In other words
th: man receiving £5,000 & year should
pay the tax on every thousand pounds
constituting that £5,000. In the other
Bill there are steps where the rate of
the tax is so much at such a figure, and
after that figure so much more, but only
starting so much more where the first
assessment ends to the next stage and
g0 on to the end. Will hon. members
say that that is not & distinction, that
the e is no differ nce even in principle ?
Everybody must admit it is a prostration
of common sense to say that these two
are the same in substence. Wo could
easliy vote “no” on th: Bill that
has been defeated and vote *yes’
on this, and still be perfectly consistent.
There is one point more that was raised
by the Leader of the Opposition, and that
was the inference that if we passed this
messure it would he illegal. Inasmuch
as in the original Act the word ‘‘ rate”
is used, he supposes that this Bill implies
or imposes rates, the one being singular
and the other, as we are using it here,
being plaral. I submit that is not a
sound contention, inasmuch as we fix
the rate with a different incidence. It
is the incidence that is different, not the
rate. We have our rating from the
starting point to0 the terminus, but
the incidence varies according to the
steps that the gradation imposes.
Therefore [ submit that on every point
common sense business aptitude perceives
that the two Bills are separate and
distinet ones, and that the ruling delivered
the other night is the ruling that must
be followed.

Mr. Wisdom: This is really in a
sense u discussion on a point of order
and I would not presume to debate that
aspect of the question, in fact, 1 would
not have risen at all had it not been for
the interjection of the Premier that it
was the desire of the Opposition to refuse
him facilities for collecting revenue
through fresh taxation. So far as I am
personally concerned, I repudiate thet
most strongly.

Mr. Speaker-: That aspect cannot be
discussed. The hon. member had better
reserve his remarks in case the Bill
comes under discussion, if it does come



(13 DecEMBER, 1912.]

under discussion. Since 1 pgave my
ruling the other evening I have made
further inquiries, and my further in-
vestigations convince me that the attitude
I took up on that occasion was absolutely
correct. 1 see no reason whatever to
depart from the principle laid down in
connection with the railway Bill on
which I was called upon to express a
decision. [t has been urged that the
British Parliament has had to prorogue
because of iostances of this character
and that this House has had to pro-
rogue likewise. I take it the reference
was made to the prorogation when Sir
Newton Moore was Premier and the
Upper House rejected the land tax, but
the circumstances were entirely different.
I looked up that matter to-day.  Sir
Newton Moore brought in a Bill pro-
posing a land tax ; it was rejected, and he
prorogued, not in order to introduce &
Land and Income Tax Bill, but because he
deamed it necessary that there should be a
prorogation in order that the Government
might decide what future action should
be taken. I read his speech to-day be-
cause [ surmised this matter might be
raised this evening. I cannot help the
decision given in another place, but I
think that my judgment is fairly sound ;
at any rate it is the best I can arrive at.
I find that every recognised authority
supports the decision I have arrived at.
I have looked up the Votes and Pro-
ceedings of the British House of Commons
and I find actual incidents where there
has not been that distinetion which can
be found in this 13ill and yet the British
House of Commons has ratified an Act
where a difference has constituted little
or no distinction. In the House of
Commons & Bill to impose a duty on
leather was proposed. It was rejected
by & majority and so by the wusual
order of the House of Commons should
not be offered again dwing that ses-
sion, but after b brief time the same
duty was proposed with this veriation,
that instead of a duty on leather it was
proposed that a duty should be imposed
on tanned hides and skins. This measure
was passed by the House of Commons

even in defiance of that objection which
has been referred to this evening.
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Mr. Taylor : There is a difference.

Mr. SPEAKER : It is s distinction
without o difference. There may be a
difference, but the distinetion is not
very great. If that Bill had come under
my notice I should certainly have dis-
allowed it because to my mind the gues-
tion was substantially the same in pur-
pose. I do not wish to weary hon. mem-
bers with further proof ; but since action
has been taken in another place, I desire
to quote another eminent British au-
thority in regard to this subject, and as
to the manner in which this Standing
Order has been interpreted by the British
House of Commons.

If e Bill be altered in any material
point both in the body and title it may
be received a second time, or when the
Bill has been rejected in the Lords on
account of its multifarious provisions
the House of Commons can give leave
for another Bill to be brought in
during the same session for some of
the matters contained in the former
Bill, others being omitted.

It appears to me that principle has very
much in common with the Bill now
under discussion. In the rejected Bill
were multifarious clauses and & number
have been omitted. 1f the House of
Commons, which has the same Standing
Order as this House, deems it expedient
to allow & new Bill to be introduced and
passed in the same session, then I who
do not insist that I have more wisdom
than the House of Commons, think I
should be doing my duty in allowing
this Bill likewise. I guoted from an
authority a few evenings ago which it is
hardly necessary to quote from now, but
T will give one instance—

When a Bill has been passed in one
branch, the rule is equally peremptory,
that no similar Bil! can be afterwards
introduced. In practice, however,
when it has been ascertained that a
Bill, which has been passed in one
House and sent to the other,is there
unacceptable in some particulars, a
new Bill may be introduced and passed
in the House in which it originated,
with such variations from the first Bill,
as to make it acceptable to the other
House.
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That is an authority on the constitu-
tional practice of the British House of
Commons. In allowing this Bill I shall
not be departing from the principles of
the House of Commons as expressed by
that eminent authority, May, who points
out—-

It is also possible, in other ways, so
far to vary the character of a motion
as to withdraw it from the operation
of the rnle. Thus in the session of 1845
no less then five distinet motions were
made upon the subject of opening
letters at the post office under warrant
from the Secretary of State. They all
varied in form and matter so far as
to place them beyond the restriction,
bot in purpose they were the same,
and the debates upon them embraced
the same matters. -

I do not think that 1 can do otherwise
than rule, not altogether from my own
sense of what is right or equitable, but
from the anthorities such as T am able to
bring to my aicl, that the Bill under dis-
cussion is in order and one which can
properly be discussed in the House. The
question is, ** That the Bill be now read
a second time.”’

Sitting suspended from 615 to 7-30 p.m.

Debate resumed.

Mr. WISDOM (Claremont): When 1
was ruled out of order by you, Sir, T was
desiring to repudiate the suggestion of
the Premier, so far as I myself am con-
cerned, that there was an idea or inten-
tion of oppesing the imposition of the
land and income tax in its present form.
It is the intention, so far as we are con-
cerned, to offer no captious opposition
to it whatever. It is unfortunate in the
circurnstances that it should be necessary
to impose increased taxation, but as it is
necessary, personally I am prepared to
accept the proposition the Government
have now brought down. 1 think it is
a fair proposition in place of the rejected
one, and that it is, an efiort to meet the
wishes of this side of the House. I de-
sire to deny, emphatically, not only for
myself, but for others on this side, that
there is any intention of opposing this
taxation proposal out of sheer party
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opposition. - Personally, 1 think the pro-
posals now made ought to be acceptable.
For my part, I accept them with satis-
faction.

-Question put and passed. -

Bill read a second time. -

-In Commitiee, etcetera.

Mr. Holman in the Chair, the Premier
in cherge of the Bill

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Grant of land tax and in-
come tax: -

Mr GEORGE: Having in view the
divergence between the rulings given in
the two Houses, the Government might
have been better advised to simply re-
enact the land and income tax of last
year

Clause put and passed.

Preamble, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment,
and the report adopted.

Read a third time and tronsmitted
to the Legislative Council.

BILL—WORKERS COMPENSATION.

Council’e Pressed Requests.

Message from the Council received
notifying that the requested amend-
ments Nos. 7 and 29 were pressed,
but that the requested amendments
Nos. 2 and 9 were not pressed,

Mr. SPEAKER: This Bill was in-
troduced with a Message and by pressing
its amendments ancther place is going
beyond its powers under the Con-
stitution. It is infringing upon the
liberties and privileges of this House.
I have on o former occasion allowed
the House to take that step which it
may deem necessary for the preservation
of its own privileges.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: With
a view to meeting phe position you
have just declared, I have prepared a
resolution which, in an emergency, will
meet the case. 1 propose to make it
apply to this particular oceasion in order
not to establish any precedent. Imove—

That in view of the lateness of the
session and the necessity for this Bill,
this House does not insist upon its
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privileges in the matter of receiving
Message No. 60, but does not wish
by this to establish a precedent
Question put and passed.

In Commiltee.

Mr. Holman in the Chair, the Attorney
General in charge of the Bill.

No. 7, Clause 6, Subclause 2, paragraph
(b)—Strike out the words ° unless the
injury results in death or serious and
permanent disablement " :

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
clause dealt with wilful negligence. The
Council had struck out the words * Un-
tess the accident result in death or serious
and permanent disablement.” In con-
sideration of the fact that we wanted
the Bill passed and of the Committee
having made its objection he moved—

The

That the amendment be made,

Question passed ; the Council’s amend-
ment made.

No. {29, [Clause 16, lines 2 and 3—
Strikegout ‘ either the worker or” :

" The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
amendment dealt with the proposal
to comunute the contributions into a
lump sum. The existing Act gave the
power for the employer to commute,
and it was proposed to give the worker
the same opportunity. The Council had
struck out the provision and this had
made the clause similar to that in the
existing Act. He moved—

That the amendment be made.

Question passed ; the Council’s amend.
ment made.

Resolutions reported, the report
adopted and a Message accordingly
returned to the Legislative Council.

BILL—APPROPRIATION.

Bill returned from the Legislative
Council without amendment.

Sitting suspended from 8 to 10,13 p.m.

HResamed at 10,13,
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BILL—RIGHTS IN WATER AND
IRRIGATION

Council's Pressed Requesis.

Message from the Legislative Couneil
received notifving that requested amend-
ments Nos. 7 to 16 and 18 fa 21 inclusive
were pressed.

Mr. SPEAKYR: Again 1 want to say
thie is another Bill which was introdueed
by message into this Assembly, and T need
havdly say that by again insisting upon
the amendments the Legislative Counecil
has infringed upon the privileges of this
House. | do not know what action this
House proposes lo take, but personally
it [ may express an opinion, I am inelined
to think that ancther Chamber insists on
these amendments because this House has
up to the present taken no action in re-
gard to several Bills to protect and pre-
serve the liberties of thizs House. 1 may
tell the House that persenaily T am ex-
pected to preserve the privileges of this
House and if similar amendments on
future oceasions are pressed, 1 shall have
to disailow the Bills and ask the House [
te support me in any action I may take.
T now leave it (o the House to determine
what action to take in respect of this Bill.

The PREMIER: As leader of—Ths

House 1 appreciate the gravity of
the position in  this Chamber, being
conlinnally ealled uwpon to waive its

rights and privileges, which have heen
handed down to it since its establishment.
The danger we are drifting into is that
by conlinually waiving our rights we are
practically telling another Chamber that
those rights do not exist, and the iime
appears to me to have arvived when this
Hounse should lay it down distinetly that
we are not prepared te contfinue to waive
our rights merely becanse another place
refuses to give consideration to any other
procedure. This particular measure is one
of vonsiderable impottance; it is one of
the most important we have considered
this session, and we as a Government ap-
preciate fully the importance of any ac-
tion which would mean the laying aside of
that measure, and it is only because we
appreeciate that fact that we have already
underiaken, subject to the consent of
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Parliament, to purchase an estate at Har-
vey for the purpose of initiating this
scheme of irrigation, which will mean
more than can be lmagined at the present
time for the sonth-eastern portion of the
State and the settlers there.

The Minister tor Lands: We
actually proceeding with the work.

The PREMIER: And if this measure
is laid aside it will mean the withdrawal
of a number of wen and all the expendi-
ture to date will be completely lost to the
State. Tt is a serious position that we
have to face, buf, notwithstanding the
effect it might have, we are warranted
on this oceasion in waiving our rights,
I want it to be distinctly understood,
irrespective of what the position might
be in the fuiure, while I am leader of
the House, I am not going fo eontinue
this practice. 1 have to consider the posi-
tion from the standpeint whether. after
all, the rights of this Chamber are greater
than the privileges that would be obtained
by the people under the provisions of this
measure when passed. While we must
claim that the rights the Legislative Conn-
€il have shall be maintained, I would not
lightly set aside the great privileges the
reople of the South-West would obtain
if this measure became law. I am, there-
fore, going to ask this Chamber to waive
its rights on this oceasion. T beg to
move—

are

That in view of the urgency of the
Bill referred to in Message 62, this
House will nol insist upon ils privileges
but waives them for the purpose of re-
eeiving the Message, without establish-
ing a precedent.
Mr. LANDER: Is it a fair thing
T ask to allow the Legislative Coun-
cil to put the hoot into us like this?
T think it is time that this Hounse took
some stand and if it should be necessary
for us to go tn the country and face our
eonstituents, I for one would be prepared
to do so, rather than snbmit to this sort
of thing from the Legislative Conneil.
Mr. SPEAKER : Order !
Mr. Underwond @ Mr. Speaker, T
Mr. SPEAKER :  The hon. member
will regnme his seat,
Mr. Underwood :

I was hardly np.
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My, SPEAKER : The hon. member for
East Perth has not concluded his re-
warks. T want to ask him nof to make
any insinuation regarding what is alleged
to have happened in another place.

Mr. LANDER : If I have said any-
thing T should not have said I will with-
draw it, 1 would like to sayv u little more
with reference to the treatment meted
out to the measure sent by us to another
place which does not represent the people.

Mr. George: You cannot say that.

Mr. LANDER : T have said jt, and it
1s my vpinion, and it is a eorreet opinion.

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon, member
must not discuss another place.

Mr. LANDER : O, all right.

Mr. GREEN: I do not know that I
can throw any constitutional light upon
this matter but I wish to say that T feel
this Chamber is suffering under a great
disadvantage in the present erisis. T ve-
copnise that it would snit the members
opposite for us to go 1o the country at
the present time.

Mr. Lander : 1 do not know that it
would; they would be tipped out.

Mr. GREEN: Tt is clear to every
member on this side, as it must be to
every member opposite, that democratic
Government is an institution at the pre-
sent time and if another place adopts
these tacties towards the Assembly it
will not” he diffienlt to understand that
the people will turn to the Federal Gov-
ernment which is a democatic Govern-
ment. We have indeed a hard ficht to
face.

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member
connot dizcuss that matter. The motion
before the House is the motion which has
been moved by the Premier.

Mr. GREEN : T was proceeding to
show why T was disagreeing with the
motion of the Premier. During the past
campaign, we members on this side, hold-
ing the views we do. fought for what we
have believed in for vears. Tt is only after
many ecenturies that we have heen able
fo seenre one man oue vote so far as this
Chamher is roncerned, and reecognising
the large amount of taet and eare and or-
eanisation 1hat has been exercised hy the
people of Australia to zain our present
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privileges, are we now to be flouted and
fought unfairly. It is reminisecent of the
feudal system and it is time for us to as-
sert our rights. Tf we want to do any-
thing, we shall have fo continue the
strugele of our furefathers. I for one
am determined to make a fight on this
question and therefore I must disagree
with the attitude of the Premier.

Mr. TAYLOR: We on this side
in the past when sitting on your
left, Mr. Speaker, felt very much ag-
erieved when we had to accept amend-
ments made by another place to legisla-
tion which was sent there from this
House. This is the third occasion during
this session that we have. been called up-
on to forego certain privileges which
have been in possession of this Parlia-
ment ever since Responsible Government.
The privileges we have, have been the
privileges of the House of Commons for
many years, and they are privileges that
we in Western Australia, as a demoecratie
party, are not in any way responsible for.
They have been handed down from the
old land and T am indeed sorry and sur-
prised to know that our party, with the
numbers it has behind it, proposes to
give away lightly those privileges. The
protest made is not a protest to defend
the privileges of a democratic Chamber.
Perhaps, the exigencies of the oeccasion,
as pleaded by the Premier, demand that
we shall save this Bill—and I am right,
I think, in saying as the hon. gentle-
man peinted out, no matter how sacred
the privileges of this Parliament are, the
benefits to be gained by a very large
cection of the community if this Bill be-
comes law will be great—but the immedi-
ate benelits which would be derived from
the coming into law of this measure do
not justify the leadér of the House and
this Pariiament allowing our privileges
to be whittled away. Having been one
of' those who for years opposed another
branch of the Legislature of this State,
opposed it in this House and on the public
platform, I am not prepared to further
assist that braneh of the Legislature to
usurp the functions of this branch of the
Parliament. I am prepared to support
the Premier in his contention that this
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Bill should become law, and as it is the
lagt night ¢f the session, and as it iz the
last opportunity we shall have this ses-
sion of dealihg with this measure, I hope
all the Premier has said in regard to the:
great value this measure will be to the
settlers will carry some weight, I shall
not object Lo foregoing our privileges
to-night bat I shall not be prepared if I
am spared till next session, and I am still
in this Chamber, to again forgo the priva-
leges we have, no matter how important
the next measure may be.

Mr, George: What is the particnlar
privilege now?

Mr. TAYLOR: The Spesker made it
perfectly elear that it was his duty as
Speaker to place his views before the
House and leave the matter in the hands
of the House as to whether we in this
Chamber were going to allow another
place to usurp our functions.

My, Nanson: What is the privilege Lo
which youn refer?

Mr. TAYLOR: This Bill has been in-
troduced in this branch of the Legislature
with a message from the Governor. This
is one of two Bills that has met the same
fate and it is about time we on this side,
and I say it unhesitatingly, protested

against the whittling away of &l
out privileges. It~ will not affest
the political views of my friends

opposite a3 to how mueh the previ-
leges of the House are whittled away.
Their political faith is pinned to another
place, and the party on this side should
bear that in mind and show the robust
democtaey from this side that they showed
when they were on the other side of the
House; they have power fo do so now,
whereas they had only the power to speak
about it when they were on the other side.
I have no desire that the Bill shall be
sacrificed, but T have every desire that the
privileges of the Hounse shall be main-
tained irrespective of what attitude my
leader may take up.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : I too desire
to enter my protest against another
place continually defying this Chamber.
The Premier and the Government have
considered this Bill from all points of
view and they have now decided to saeri-
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fice the liberties of the people for the
sake of some financial advantages to be
gained by a few Legislative Council elee-
tors. All the same, I intend to support
the action of the Government.

Mr. Monger: You have got to.

Mr. GNDERWOQOD: All T bave got to
do will not trouble the hon. member much.
It comes to this, that Western Australia is
in the position that two-thirds of the peo-
ple elect the members of this Chamber and
less than one-third elect the members in
another place. The Opposition are only
the residue of the votes of the people and
their only hope is through the restricted
franchise of another place.

Mr. George: Do not make any mistake
about it.

Mr. UNDERWQOD: We did not make
any mistake about it last election and we
will not make any mistake next time.
With all due respeet I contend that it is
up to this Chamber to make a stand
against the Counecil. 1t is all right to say
tbat this is not a precedent, but we have
said that three times already, and if we
continually put that in, it comes to the
same Lhing, and while we agree with an-
other place blocking our legislation they
will go on blocking it. So far as this Bill
13 concerned, I think it is better to put
a few men out of work and allow some
of the Legislative Couneil electors to lose
some financial advantages than that we
should sacrifice the liberties of the people.
After all, 1 hope this will be the last of
these special eoncessions which are not to
be taken as precedents. In eonclusion I
wish to say that the whole of the action of
the Opposition and the Council strikes me
as being a deliberate attempt fo diseredit
the Government and put them in disgrace.

Mr. Green: The acts of poltroons.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member for
Kalgoorlie must withdraw that statement.

Mr. Green. I withdraw.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: This is not what
is called by our friends, the enemy, class
legislation; it is class legislation they
have been used to for so long. This is
a Bill for the advantage of the land-
owners of Western Australia, and as a
very small landowner -1 am prepared to
chuck it out.
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My, FOLEY: I feel grieved ¢to
think that the rights of this House,
which is the people’s House, are be-
ing little by little considered of less
importance by another Chamber. 1 know
that the Premier in acceding to the wish
of another place is actuated by the belief
that the passage of this measure is going
to do some good to the people in the
State, irrespective of what their political
beliefs may be, By passing this Bill into
law the Government will be to a liitle
extent assisting themselves in regard to
the mouey they have spent, but the
money expended on irrigation bas been
disbursed in providing an object lesson
to many men in the State who have had
ample opportunity te irrigate land for
themselves with the water that has been
available for them all the time,

Mr. George: There has been a lot of |
private work, .

Mr, FOLEY: There bhas been a great
deal of irrigation in the State and there
is also a vast area——

Mr., SPEAKER: Order! The hon,
member cannot discuss that question. He
must discuss the motion.

Mr. FOLEY: I bow to your ruling,
Sir. I was referring to what in my
opinion is a redeeming feature in the
Premier’s action in accepting the condi-
tion laid down by another place. I con-
sider that the action of the Council in
seeking to take away the rights and
privileges of this House is not only an
attack on this House as the represenia-
tives of the people but is a great rellec-
tion on the gentleman who now holds the
position of Speaker.  With the other
members who have spoken, I trust this
will be the last time we will ever be called
upon lo give a vote in the direction we
are doing to-night. We have known dur-
ing the last few days, although there is
supposed to be a check on legislation
passed in this place—-—

Mr. SPEAEKER: Order! The hon.
member eannot disenss that matter at all.

Mr. FOLEY: I consider that when
this Chamber has finished with a Bil,
after having gone into the question at
such great length as this Bill was dis-
cussed in this Honse, it is not right that
the House should be asked to pass a
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motion such as this. As ¢ne who does
not represent a distriet which this Bill
will in any way militate against or im-
prove, 1 trust that when the Premier
brings down legislation which will benefit
one elass of the commmunity, representa-
tives of that class will recognise thai there
are other clauses that need sympathetic
legislation and consideration.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I have
a great admiration of those gentle-
men who go into heroics as to the treat-
ment meted out to them by another place
and yet are supporting the motion moved
by the Premier on this oecasion. Tt is to
be the last vceasion; it is the third time
during the present session, but never
again !

My, Green: You gloat in your villainy.

My, SPEAKER: Order! 'The member
for Kalgoorlie mnst withdraw that utter-
ance and apologise for it.

Mr. Green: I withdraw and apologise.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Members
opposite make charges that the members
on this side are not jealous of the rights
and privileges of this Chamber, that our
‘politieal failh is pinned to another place,
and that we glory and gloat in the dis-
credif whiel is thrust on the Government
by another place. We have no need lo
gloat and glory in the diseredit of the
Giovernment ; they have discredited them-
selves all through this Parliament
since they have oecupied the Treasury
benches. Let me point out that members
of another place have recognised that
they have not the right to ask for a
conference on this measure. It is a
money Bill, made such by the Govern-
ment in the drafting by the insertion of
certain clanses, very few in number,
amongst the proposed maechinery clanses
and general clauses, which constitute it a
money Bill. The Legislative Council has
no right to amend sach a measure.

Mr. Green: I rise to a point of
order. 1 would like to ask whether the
opinions expressed by the leader of the
Qpposition are not in direet opposition
to your ruling.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have given no
roling. The only matter before the House
is a motion moved by the Premier.
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Mr. Green: I refer to the opinion
expressed by you on receiving the Message
from another Chamber,

Mr. SPEAKER: That was only an
opinion. I have given no ruling, although
I have threatened to give a ruling,

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The Legis-
lative Counecil has no right to amend this
Bill. 1t ean, however, request that cer-
tain amendments be made. That the
Council has done. For our part, we have
sent it back again having made certain
amendments and refused to make others.
They in their wisdom say—“That ends
the business so far as we wre concerned.
The only way we can help the Govern-
ment to get this Bill further considered
is to insist upon our recommendations,
send it back to the Assembly onee more,
and the Assembly ean f{hen exercise its
privileze of asking for a conference.”

The Premier: They have no power (n
insist,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Very well
This Bill drops, and no charge can lie
against the Legislative Council because
we have refused to make the amendments,
I'ie Government can simply say “we pass
this Bill out” or they can give the two
Houses an opportanily to eome together,
confer, and arrange a eompromise as was
done on two previous oceasions.

The Minister for Lands: They took a
step precedent to that which prevents us
having a conference.

Hon., FRANK WILSON: Not at all:
a eonference can he asked for now.

The Premier: Only by moving this
motion.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Well, only
by moving this motion. Does not the
Minister see that tacking his finaneial
clanses on to a Bill which they onght to
be able to consider thoroughly and amend
if they wish, as being a distinet branch
of the Legislature of this State, is taking
away the power from another place. If
hon, members want to he reasonable they
must appreciate the fact that we in the
first instance have made this a money
measure in our drafting. We have in-
cluded several finanecial clauses whieh pre-
vent another place from amending the
balance of the measure, and there is an
obhvious wav ont of the difficulty. The
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machinery clauses could have been enacted
in one measure, and the financial clauses
could have been embraced in another. But
the tacking on of extraneous matter to
purely financial Biils is the well known
expedient to clog the action of the Upper
HBouse.

The Premier: It is absolutely unfair
to say that,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I am stating
the fact. I am not making a charge. It
is a faet known for the last hundred years
in British Parliaments,

The Premier: It is not the case in this
instance.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: I do not say
it is the case. I say ihat the tacking on
of extraneous matter to a money Bill is
a well known tactic pursued in order to
clog the rights and privileges of an Upper
House.

The Premier: Do you assert it is the
ease in this instance?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It applies
o this extent, that the trouble could have
been obviated by leaving the financial
clauses out of the measure, and giving
the Legislative Council their perfect right
o amend some 70 odd clauses ouiside the
financia! clanses as they deemed fit,

The Minister for Lands: Where would
we put these clanses you take out?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: In a special
measnre, Jike the Assessment Act in the
taXing measure.

Mr. Taylor: You never adopled that all
the years you were Minister.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I did. I had
the Land Taxation Assessment measure
separate from the taxing measure. From
the very start the two Bills were kept
separate.

Mr. Taylor: Did you have that object
in view? Was it not to prevenf the re-
view of the assessment Bill each year?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Certainly it
was to keep the two distinet, the finan-
cial portion from the machinery, the
taxing Bill they could not interfere with
or amend from the assessment Bill which
they could amend equally with ourselves.

The Premier: Was that your reason?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: If is all very
well for the Premier. With the strength
of his views and his convictions and opin-
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ions, why does he not reject it altogether?
What is the use of submitting a motion
of this sort? Let bim send it back again.
Let him toe the mark and stand up to his
principles. Rather than get up and re-
vile members of the Qpposition

The Premier: It is not very frequently
I take objection to the hon. member’s re-
marks, knowing bim se well, but I must
ask that he be called on to withdraw that
remark, that I reviled the Opposition. It
is a deliberate untruth.

Mr, SPEAKER:
withdraw that,

The Premier: I withdraw it.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Premier must
rise and withdraw.

The Premier (rising): I withdraw.

Mr. SPEAKER: The leader of the
Opposition is not correct in staling what
he did.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: I did not re-
fer to the Premier, but if I did I with-
draw, It was a general reference to mem-
bers opposite.

Mr. Underwood : On behalf of the mem-
bers opposite, is it in order for the lender
of the Opposition to acense us of reviling
him?

Mr. SPEAKER: If hon. members
deem the remarks of the leader of the
Opposition offensive, I think he will with-
draw it.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: They are get-
ting as thin-skinned as a lot of school-
girls,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must withdraw.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: They have at-
tacked the Opposition and condemned the
Opposition. What does the word mean?
Is “revile” offensive?

Mr. George: And they tell ns that they
“aloat in our villainy.”

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Mur-
ray-Wellington (Mr. George) is nat in
order in making a statement which I com-
pelled an hon. member to withdraw, and
which he withdrew and apologised for.
There must be no further reference what-
ever to a statement made and apologised
for.

Mr. George: There was a statement
made by the member for “Texas”—I mean

The Premier must
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Kalgoorlie—ibat you did not hear. It
was that we were worms and money bags.
I heard it if you did not.

Mr. SPEAKER: If the member for
Kalgoorlie {Mr. Green) made that state-
ment I did not hear it, but if any hon.
member had drawn my attention to it I
should certainly have ordered it to be with-
drawn and an apology tendered.

Mr. George: The hon. member would
not deny it.

Mr. SPEAKER: The time is passed
far taking exception fo it. The leader of
the Opposition must now withdraw any-
thing that may be deemed offensive.

Hon. FRANK WILBON: I withdraw
any statement deemed offensive to hon.
metnbers opposite.

Mr. Green interjected.

Hon, FRANK WILSON : The bhon,
member is once more offensive. Members
make these remarks and immediately get
up ang¢ withdraw them, but the remarks
are made and they ge into print; and then
they repeat other offensive statements;
they are continvally doing it. 1 was
pointing out, when this unhappy inter-
ruption took place, that there was some-
thing to be said on the part of another
place, and 1hat notwithstanding charges
made by hon. members on the Govern-
ment side, that we are practically in eol-
lusion o undermine the rights and privi-
leges of the Assembly, I wish to state at
ovce that it 1s an absolutely incorreck in-
sinuation, as no one is more jealous of
the privileges of the Assembly than mem-
bers of the Opposition. If T have said
that members opposite have used wrong
expressions in trying to Force their opin-
ions on members of the Opposifion, T
should certainly have opposed the motion;
but it is idle to go inte heroies and deny
another place all rights and privileges
which we claim for ourselves. The Bill
is comprised of 75 clauses, if T remember
rightly, and i{wo or three of these clanses
are financial claunses, the very considerable
lalance being essential legislation whieh
another place has equal rights with our-
selves to criticise and amend. T do not
propose to be a stumbling bloek in the
way of the Premier. T do not feel so
keenly about it as to ask hon. members
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of the Opposition not to agree to the mo-
tion. I realise the measure is a measure
that is necessary and required in the
country, and it is legislation which never,
so far as we are conecerned, takes any
sign of party upon it. It is a non-party
measure, a measure in the direction of
legislation which we ourselves had pro-
posed. Therefore I agree with the Pre-
mier that it is a Bill we would like to see
on the statute-book, a Bill that we may
fairly eompromise on with another place
through managers; but it is a bad be-
ginning if we are to condemn legislators
of another place becaunse they have pro-
ceeded in a manner which they deemed
the correct way of procedure in the eir-
cumstances, notwithstanding that members
of this Chamber perhaps disagreed from
them.

Question put and passed.

In Committee.

On motion by the ATTORNEY GEN-
ERAL schedole of requested amend-
ments pressed by the Council now con-
sidered in Committee; Mr. Holman in the
Chair.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL moved—

That amendments 7 to 16, and 18 to
21 pressed by the Legislative Council
be not made.

The PREMIER: We had previounsly
received a message from the Legislative
Council requesting us to make certain
amendments. Having made certain of
them a Message was accordingly returned
to the Council, but the Counecil had seen
fit to insist on the balance of the amend-
ments not made by the Assembly. The
Attorney General now propesed to ask
the Commilttee not to make these amend-
ments which the Council insisted on, and
then at a later slage to take further ac-
tion.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
reason for taking this course was thai he
proposed, when we got bhack into the
House, to ask the House to appoint wman-
agers to meet the managers from the
Couneil for the purpose of conferring
upon their differences and, if possible,
arriving at an understanding.
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Question pubt and passed; the Couneil’s
amendments not made.

Resolutions reported.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1T in-
tend to move thal the adoption of the re-
port be postponed pending a request for
the appointment of managers.

Mr. SPEAKER: I think vou had bet-
ter move that the report be adopted.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: If we adopt
this report we shall have settled the whole
question. We have declined to make the
amendments as requested and, therefore,
what are we going to confer about? We
should have appointed managers before
the Speaker left the Chair.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am
going to move that this Honse appoint
managers and that the question of the
adoption of Lhe report be postponed until
the report of the managers shall have
been received.

The PREMIER: T am not quite clear
on lhe point, but I should imagine that,
the Committee having decided upon a
eertain course of action, the House must
adopt the report, Tt is a confirmation of
the action taken in Committee. We
merely adopt the reporl of the Commit-
tee. Tf we did not do so the Committee
might agree to make those amendments,
and there would be no need for the con-
ference. The Commiitee refused to make
the amendments. They report to the
House that they are not prepared to make
them. The report must be adopted, he-
canse it is the decision of the Committee.
Then the House asks another place to
arrange the conterence with a view to
getting over the difficulties. That ap-
pears to me to be the only possible course.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
point the Premier has lost sight of is
that we need not neeessarily adopt a re-
port immediately on its presentation ‘o
the House. We can postpone the adop-
tion of the report, and as a House we can
approve of a certain course of action
prior fo the adoption of the report, and
when the time comes for the adoption of
the report we can amend it in aceordance
with the prior action taken, the prior ac-
ton in this case being a proposal to ask
for a conference. Thus we can make the

[ASSEMBLY.)

adoption of the report contingent upon
the result of the conference.

Mr. HOLMAN: I think the procedure
taken is searcely correct. In my position
as Chairman T had to put the question as
moved in the Committee; T was forced to
do that. But the procedure taken on
previous oceasions has been when the
Messare was considered in the House.
The consideration of that question was
beld over pending the appoinlment of
managers, and then the question was dealt
with by managers, and subsequently,
when the question had been dealt with,
the report was made to the Honse and
adopled or otherwise. The position is
that, on the first occasion the Committee
declined to make the amendment, and a
Message was sent back accordingly. On
the second ogeasion the Committee de-
ctded 1o make the amendment, and then
the House adopted the report. We have
refused Lo make the amendment and can
oo no further. Unless the same eourse of
procedure is adopted as was adopted on a
previons occasion I am of apinion thal
the Bill is lost. 1 was loth to put the
question for some time although it was
desired to appoint managers. In my
opinion the thing has gone too far, and
we have only to adopt the report to put
the finishing touch on it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member is guite right technieally, but
this is a speeial oceasion and one which
should be marked by some special action.
It is one in which we are determining to
enter, as far as we ean, our protest against
the conduct of the other Chamber, We have,
therefore, gone into Committee to get the
opinion of the Committee as to the
character of the amendments insisted upon
by the other House. We have now the
opinion of that Committee, and T say that
if we adopt the report of the Committee
now without going further we should put
an end to the Bill by the fact that the
taking of the adoption of the report
would shelve the Bill. We counld not go
further. Therefore it is necessary for us
to postpone the consideration of this re-
port until we have eonferred with the
other Chamber. and until the conference
shall bave come to some understanding
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which we can embody in a resolution to
the ITouse on our return.

Hon. Frank Wilson: How will you then
proceed with the Committee’s report?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We
shall refer it hack to the Committess. We
have done this by going into Committee.
We have the assurance of the Committes
that this amendment will not be accepted
as insisted upon by the Council. Now it
is necessary to defer this report until the
couference shall have been held. T there-
fore move—

That a Message be transmitted to the
Legislative Council requesting a Con-
ference on the poinls of difference be-
tween lhe two Chambers, and that the
consideration of the Committee’s re-
port be postponed until the conference
his baen held,

Mr, Nanson: There must be a motion
for the adoption of the report and then
the Aftorney (emeral should move an
amendment to the motion.

The Altorney General: No, nobody bas
moved Lhat the report be adopled.

Mr., SPEAKER: The Committee con-
silered the amendments and deelined Lo
make the amendments., The House conld
nol deeline to make the amendments.
The Committee was the only one which
could decling to make them. The Com-
mitiee must neeessarily report their pro-
ceedings Lo the House, but it is not essen-
tial that the report should be adopted
now. 'The reporl can be held over if it
is the desire of the House that a con-
ference shall be held with another place.
The Commitiee could not ask for a con-
ference: the Fouse must ask for it
Therefore T do not think there can be
anything irregular aboutb the course pro-
posed to he followed by the Attorney
General.

Hon. Trank Wilson: You must deal
with the report first.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minister ean
move that the consideration of the report
be held over.

The ATTORNEY

move=—

GENERAL : I

That the consideration of the report
he postponed and that a conference
with the Legislative Council be re-
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quested, the managers to be the Minis-
ter for Lands, Mr, George, and the
mover.

Question put and passed, and a Mes-
sage transmitted to the Legislative Coun-
cil aecordingly.

BILLS (7)—RETURNED FROM THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

1, Land and Income Tax.

2, Interpretation Act Amendment.
sion.

3, Game.

4, Newcastle-Bolgart Railway Extension.

5, Wyalkatchem-Mount Marshall Rail-
way.

6. Hotham-Crossman Railway Exten-
sion,

7, Wagin-Bowelling Railway. Without
amendment.

RILL—STATE HOTELS (No. 2).

Council’s Pressed Requests.
Message from the Legislative Couneil
reccived and read notifying that the
Counecil pressed its requested amend-
menis,

Bill withdrawn.

Mr. SPEAKER : This is another Money
Bill which was introduced by Message
into this Assembty.  On this oceasion,
having taken the sense of the House a
few moments ago, T intend to disallow
this measure and ask the Premier to
withdraw the Bill.

The PREMIER: 1 move—

That the Bill be withdrawn,

Question passed.

BILL—- GOVERNMENT TRADING
CONCERNS.
Council’s Message.
Bill retnrned from the Legislative
Counci] with requested amendments,

which were now considered.

In Committee,
My. Holman in the Chair, the Premier
in charge of the Bill.
Ne. 1. Clause 2, Paragraph (b)—
Strike oul of lines 5 and B, “Governor
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may by Order in Counecil” and insert in
lien “Parliament may by specific mo-
tion” :

The PREMIER: After a conference
with the leader of the Opposition cerbain
amendments had been agreed to with the
object of preventing any trading con-
cern from being brought under this mea-
sure except by the consent of Parlinment
given to an appropriation. The Bill as
introduced contained a provision for issu-
ing debentures and the leader of the Op-
position took exception to the Governor-
in-Couneil being able to raise money and
begin trading concerns without the eon-
sent of Parliament. That objection was
removed, and it would be absurd when
having trading concerns operating to say
which concern should come under the
measure. This was not a machinery Bill
and did not cause the operations of a
concern fo change in the slightest. Tt
merely provided that books should he
kept on eertain lines in order that at the
end of the year a profit and loss aceount
should be presented. That profit and loss
account wonld he audited by the Andifor
(eneral so that the people would know
how the coneerns had been operated. No
power was taken under the measure to
establish a trading concern. This, how-
ever, appeared to he the fear of another
place. He could see no need for making
the amendment and necessitating the re-
printing of the Bill. He moved—

That the amendment be not made.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: This was
another instance showing how unfortun-
ate it was that we should have measures
of this deseription brought down at the
fagz end of the session and without having
suflicient opportunity to consider the
clanses in detail as to their application.
Tt was true the Premier conferred with
him in conpection with the proposed
amendments and he had suggested an
amendment such as had been made in an-
other place. He had also taken exeep-
tion to the power given to issue deben-
tures. The TPremier agreed to excise
these powers, but thonght there was no
need to take from the Governor-in-Coun-
cil and transfer to Parliament the power
with regard to eoncerns being hrought
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under this Bill. He was not sure even
now that the Premier’s contention was
correet. The elause read—
This Aet shall apply (a) to such
Government undertakings and (b) to
sach works and serviees temporarily
financed from public funds hereinafter
referred to as trading concerns, as the
Governor may, by Order in Council, de-
clare to be nnder and subject to ths
Act. ‘
His objection to the incluston of the
words was that the Government might, as
they had dgne during the last 12 months,
establish Government uandertakings.

The Premier: The amendment would
not alter that.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Govern-
ment might establish undertakings with-
out consulting Parliament. The Gov-
ernment had established the State
steamship service, and by order of the
Governor-in-Conneil that could be brought
under the measure without Parliament
being consnlted. The brickyards, im-
plement works, and State butehery had
never been thovoughly threshed out.
Amounts had been put on the Estimates
but there had been no epportunity to hear
a full explanalion as to how far the Gov-
ernment intended to go.

The Premier: We have bad it every
week in the session.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: There had
been statement after statement that these
undertakings were proving a magnificent
thing and were doing wonders for the
eountry, We had never had a declaration
of policy from the Government as to how
far they intended to go in the matter or
what capital would be required. These
Government undertakings were being es-
tzhlished without any direct reference to
Parliament and that was wrong. Before
being taken in hand these questions
should be submitted for the approval and
endorsement of Parliament. His aim
was to have Parliament consulted before
embarking on these enterprises. Were
the Premicr im Opposition he would be
the first man to condemn the Government
if they instituted State enterprises such
as he was doing, without first submitting
the question to Parliament for approval.
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The Premier wmight accept the amend-
ment. It would entail upon him the re-
sponsibility that he would first have to
submit the matter to Parliament by a
specific motion.

The PRIEMIER: The Bill had nothing
to do with the commencement of any
Government undertaking.  If Lhe Bill
was passed the Governor would have
power next week merely to declare that
the existing trading concerns should be
brought under the operalions of the mea-
sure, and that at the end of each year a
proper balance-sheet would have to be
Submitted to Parliament, as well as a pro-
fit and loss aceount. Ile would ask the
Commiltee not fo agree to the amend-
ment, but he was not concerned whether
the measure passed or not. It seemed
impossible to discuss these matters with-
out members opposite continuously mak-
ing references to the State steamers or
something else, and the leader of the Op-
position declared that if the present Gov-
-ernment were in opposition they would he
lhe first to condemn that sert of thing.
Would 1hie hon. member turn to a single
reference in Hansard where complaints
had been made by the party in power
when in opposilion about the Govern-
ment undertaking such work. Did not
the Opposition when in power buy Dal-
keith without Parliamentary sanction?
Did they not buy Crawley without the
authority of Parliament, as well as a
staticn in the North-West and stock it
and put it in charge of white people for
the henefit of the natives? Did any mem-
ber of the then Opposition complain?
If the hon. member hased his arguments
on statements such as those his case was
a very weak one. The actions of the Gov-
ernment had. been completely endorsed by
Parliament.

Question passed, the Counecil’s amend-
‘ment not made.

No. 2. Claunse 15, line 3—Strike out
“may” and insert “shall”

No. 3. Title—Strike out “rasing and”:

The PREMIER moved—
That the amendmenis be not made.

Question passed, the Council’s amend-
ments not made.
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Resolutions reported, the report ad-
opfed and a Message accordingly returned
to the Legislative Council.

BILL—RIGHTS IN WATER AND
IRRIGATION.

As to Conference.

Message received from the Legislative
Council as follows:—

The Legislative Couneil acquaints Lhe
Legislative Assembly that it agrees io
a conference on the Rights in Water
and Irrigation Bill and has appointed
Hon. H. P. Colebateh, Hon. E. M.
Clarke, and Hon. F. Davis managers
on behalf of the Couneil, the conference
to meet forthwith in the President’s
room.

Sitting suspended from 12 o'clock (mid-
night) to 1 o’clock, a.m.

Report of Managers.

The ATTOERNEY GENERAL (Hen.
T. Walker): Mrv. Speaker, T have to re-
port that the managers have met the man-
agers from the Couneil, taken into eon-
sideration the differences betwecn the two
Chambers and given their earnest atfen-
tion towards coming fo a compromise if
such were possible,.  But the attitude
taken by the representatives of another
place was that no amendments of a nature
which could be agreed to by the managers
for the Assembly would he acceptable
to the Council. I therefore have te move
that the following report be adopted :—

The managers report that they have
met the managers of the FLegislative

Council and have laken into considera-

tion the differences between the fwo

Chambers and have failed to come to

any agreement,

Question passed, report adopled.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1
move—
That the report of Commiltee which
was postponed be now adopted,

Question passed, the report adopted
and a Message accordingly fransmitted to
the T.egislative Couneil.
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BILL—WORKERS’ HOMES.

Message received from the Council noti-
fying that the Counecil no lono'er pressed
its amendments.

BILL — GOVERNMENT
CONCERNS.

C'ouncil’'s Message.

TRADING

Message received from the Conneil noti-
fying that it no longer pressed its re-
quested amendments Nos. 1 and 3, but
that it pressed amendment No. 2.

In Committee.
Mr. Holman in the Chair, the Premier
in charge of the Bill.
No. 2—Claunse 15, line 3, strike out
“may” and insert “shall”:

The PREMIER: After all, this amend-
ment was not of very great importance
and could be made. He moved—

That the amendment be made.

Question passed;
ment made.

Resolution reported, the report adopted,
and 2 Message accordingly sent te the
Legislative Couneil.

the Council’s amend-

COMPLIMENTARY REMARKS —
CLOSFE OF SESSION.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Seaddan): I

beg to move—
That the House af its rising adjourn
sing die.
That, of course, will mean that Parliament
will be called together at some future
date, but the adjournment will permit His
Excelleney the Governor in the meanlime
to prorogue Parliament by proeclamation.

Mr. Underwood: Could you adjourn if
the Council die?

The PREMIER : Whilst submitting this
motion. may T convey to you and yours,
Mr. Speaker, in behalf of the Fouse and
the members of the Ministry, the compli-
menis of the festive season. And may I,
throngh you, eonvey ihe same compliments
to the Chairman of Committees and the
officers of the House. including the Tun-
sard staff and the messengers. T desire
to express my personal appreciation of

[ASSEMBLY.]

the manner in which I have been treated
as leader of the House during the present
long and strenuous session. I think it
is a record session in the history of the:
West Australian Parliament, both in re-
gard to the number of days of sitting,
and, I feel sure, in regard to the number
of measures submitted, and passed into
law. It is also a record, T think, for the
friendly feeling which has existed be-
tween the two parlies. . Ti is lrue that
there have been differences of opinion
sometimes, and that we have said rather
harsh things about each other, but we have
said those harsh things purely from a
politieal peint of view, and when we left
the Chamber we had a kindly and friendly
feeling towards one another. T wish to
pay a tribuie to the leader of the Opposi-
tion for the assistance which he has ex-
tended to me in many ways, perhaps not
noticed by members and by the publie,
hecause he has al times given me advice
which has materially assisted me in con-
ducting the business of the House. I owe
thanks also to members on this side of
the House for the magmificent and con-
tinuous suppoerl rendered io me and the
members of the Government during this
session. I trust that whilst members will
part for a period, during that period they
will enjoy their rest, that the festive sea-
son will be the hest in {heir experience,
and that when we meet again they will
recognise that it is desirable to assist the
Government even tnore than in the past
to pass their measures and carry on the
administration. T again wish you, Sir,
the compliments of the season, and frust
that you and yours, as well as the mem-
bers and officers of Ibhe House, will fully
enjoy the festive season.

Hon. FRANK WILSON {Sussex) : I
rise with very great pleasdre to second
this motion. and also in bhehalf of mem-
hers who sit with me in Oppesition, to en-
dorse the good wishes which the Premier
has extended to you, Sir, the Chairman of
Committees, the clerks, the Sergeant at
Arms., (he Hansard staff, and the mes-
sengers. The session certainly has been

an arvdunus one. We have sat long and
often, but T trust that the result will ha
satisfactary, when we know exatlv what
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it is, to the Premier and other members
on his side. There is that pleasant fea-
ture which the Premier has touched uwpon,
that no matter how acrimonicus the de-
bates may he within these walls, we can
leave all heat behind when we pass into
the corridor. I trust the time will never
come when we shall be nnable to do that.
We endeavour to do our best here, and
perhaps at times the language is not all
that conld be desired, and we are called
to order, but that is only in the heat of
debate, and there is, T am sure, nothing
inteniionally personal on either side of
the House. I wish you and yours, Mr.
Spenker, a happy Christmas and the same
to the officers of the House and every
memher of the Assembly. May it be a
happy Christmas, and when the new year
opens T hope it will be bright and pros-
perous for us ail.

Mr., SPEAKER: WMr. Premicr, Mr.
Leader of the Opposition, and hon. mem-
bers, before putting the motion moved
by the Premier, T desire in behalfl of my-
self and officers of the House generally
to express our sincere appreciation of the
kind words uitered by the Premier and
the leader of the Opposition. T wish to
personally thank hon. members for ihe
uniform eourtesy extended to me as Spea-
ker of the House, and I am sure T ean
say the same for the Chairman of Com-
miltees, and also for the {emporavy
Chairmen who have so earnestly en-
deavoured to earry out their duties and

with every degree of fairness and ervedit
to the House. My personal thanks are
due to the officers for their loyaliy and
assistance. 1t is due to their loyalty and
assistance (hat I believe I can say the
affairs of this House have been so well
and so ably conducted. I thank the hon.
genllemen who have spoken for their
kindly references fo the chief officers
of the House, the Hansard stalf,
the messengers and the other officers
generally. Each and all have done their
best in the interests of members and in
the inferests of the business of the coun-
try. On my own behalf aod on behalf of
the officers I reciprocate the kind wishes
for a bappy Christmas and ihe brighiest
prospects in the New Year, and express
the hepe thnt members will not only have
a happy Christmas and o bright New
Year lkewise, but that they will return
to the Hlouse after a2 well earned rest in-
vigorated to earry on their onervous du-
ties in lhe interests of their coustituents
and the ecountry likewise. Again T thank
the Premier, Mr. Wilson and hon. mem-
hers on behalf of myself and the officers
of the House, Beforve concluding T shall
be pleased and ohliged and honpured if
lton. memhers will join with me in the
adjoining diningroom when we shall par-
take of n glass for auld lang syme.

Queslion put and passed,

House adjourned af 1.52 a.m. (Saturday.)

The following nolices appeared in the
Gorvernment Cazette of 24th December,
1912:—

Tt is hereby nolified, for general in-

formation, that His TExcellency the

Governor has received a despatch from

the Right Honourable the Secretary of

State for the Colonies, informing him

that His Majesty will nol be advised to

exercise his power of disallowance with
respect to the following Acts of the

Parliament of Western Australia:—

An Act to amend the Election of

Senators Aect, 1903.

An Aot 1o further amend the Health

Aet. 1911,

An Aet to adapt and assimilate the
Trustzs of Methodist Churech Properties
in  Western Auslralia to the present
Consiitution of suech Chureh 1 the said
State; to eonfirm the nnien in Western
Anstralia of the Wesleyan Methodist
Chureh in Western Australia, the
Primitive Methodist Chureh in Western
Aunstralia, and the Bible Christian
Chureh in Western Australia under the
name of “The Methodist Church of
Anstralasia’’; to deal with the Real and
Tersonal Property in Western Aus-
tralin of the said uniting Churches; to
give certain powers to the Western
Ausiralia Conference of the Methodist
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Church of Australasia; to sanetion the
Constitution of the New Zealand An-
nual Conference of the ethodist
Chureh of Ausiralasia as an indepen-
dent Contference, and for ofher pur-
poses conneeted with or incidental to
the above objects.

An Act for the relief of Parsons
whose Relatives liable to suppori them
reside in another State of (he Common-
wealth, and for other purposes.

An Act for the purchase by the Gov-
ernment of Western Australia of the
Underlaking of the Perth FEleetric
Tramways, Limited, and for other pur-
poses.

Tt is hereby notified, for general in-
formation, that His TExcellency the
Governor has, in the name and on be-
half of His Majesty, assented, on the
dates speeified, to the undermentioned
Acls passed by the Legislative Couneil
and Lemslative Assembly in Parliament
assembled, namely :—

An Act to apply out of the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund the sum of Four
Hundred and Ninetv-three Thouvsand
Eight Hundred and Forfy-six Pounds;
and from Moneys to Credit of the
General Loan Fund, Four Hundred
and Nine Thousand Five Hundred and
Fifteen Pounds; and from the TLoan
Suspense Account, One Hundred Thou-
sand Poands to the Service of the Year
ending 30ih June, 1913. (Assented to
2nd July, 1912.)

An Act fo apply out of the Public
Acconnt ihe sum of One Hundred and
Fifty Thousand 7Two Hundred and
Fifty-four Pounds for the purpose of
temporary advances {o be made by the
('olonial Treasurer. (Assented to 24th
July, 1912.)

An Aect to confirm certain Expendi-
ture for the Year ended the 30th day
of June. One ihousand nine hundred
and eleven. (Assented to 19th August,
1912.)

An Aei to amend the North Fre-
mantle Municipal Tramways Aet, 1907.
{Assented {o 19th Aungust, 1912}

An Act lo amend the Nedlands Park
Tramways Aet, 1907.  (Assented to
I19th August, 1912.)

An Aect to prohibit the use of White
Phosphorus in the Manufacture of
Matehes; {to prohibit the Sale of
Matches made with - White Phosphorus;
and for purposes consequent thereon or
incidental thereto. ({Assented fo 3rd
Seplember, 1912.)

An Act to apply out of the Consoli-
dated Revenune Fund the sum of Four
Hundred and Ninety-three Thousand
Eight Hundred and Fortv-six Pounds;
and froin the Loan Suspense Account,
One Hundred Thousand Pounds to the
Serviee of the Year ending 30th June,
1913.  (Assented lo 3rd Sepiember,
1912.)

An  Act to amend the
Senators Act, 1903.
September, 1912.)

An Act to forther amend the Health
Act, 1911, (Assented to 27th Septem-
ber, 1912.)

An Act to adapt and assimilate the
Trusts of Methodist Church Properties
in Western Australia {o the present
Constitulion of sueh Chureh in the said
State; to eonfirm the Union in YWestern
Australia of Ihe Wesleyan Methodist
Chureh in  Western Australia, the
Primitive Methodist Church in Wesiern
Australia, and the Bible Christian
Church in Western Australia under the
name of “The Methodist Chureh of
Australasia’; to deal with the Real and
Personal Property in Western Australia
of the said unifing Churches; to give
certain powers {o the Western Anstralia
Conference of the Methodist Church of
Australasin; to sanetion the Conmstila-
tion of the New Zealand Annual Con-
ference of the Methodist Church of
Australasia as an  Tandependent Con-
ference, and for other purposes con-
nected with or ineidental to ithe above
ohjects. (Assented to 27th September,
1912))

An Act for the Relief of Tersons
whose Relalives liable {o support lhem
reside in another State of the Common-
wealth, and for other purposes. (As-
sented to 27th Sepltember, 1912.)

An Act for the Purchase by the Gov-
ernment of Western Australia of the
TUndertoking of the Perth FEleelrie

Election of
{ Assented to 27th



Tramways, Limited, and for other pur-
poses. (Assented to 27th September,
1912.)

An Ack to amend the Roman Catholie
Church Property Act, 1911. (Assented
to 10th October, 1912.)

An Act for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals. {Assented to 10th Oectober,
1912.)

An Aet to provide for giving pub-
licity to information relating to Un-
claimed Funds and for other purposes.
(Assented to 10th October, 1912.)

An Aet to authorise the Construetion
of an additional line of Railway from
Merredin to Coolgardie, on the Fre-
mantle-Kalgoorlie Railway, (Assented
to 10th Qctober, 1912.)

An Act to amend the Elementary
Education Aect, 1871, Amendment Act,
1893. (Assented to 5th November,
1912.)

An Aet to authorise the Fremantle
Municipal Couneil to surrender certain
Lands, to be dedicated to the purposes
. of the Workers’ Homes Aect, 1912, (As-
sented to 5th November, 1912.)

An Act to amend the Public Service
Aet, 1904. (Assented to 5th November,
1912.)

An Aet to amend the Agricultural
Lands Purehase Aect, 1009. (Assented
to 5th November, 1912.)

An Aet to further amend ¢he Bills of
Sale Act, 18399, (Assented tfo 5th
November, 1912.)

An Aet to apply ounb of the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund the sum of Two
Hundred and Eight-seven Thousand
Four Handred and Sixty-eight Pounds;
and from Moneys to Credit of the
General Loan Fund, Two Hundred and

a sum of Five million six
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Four Thousand Seven Xundred and
Fifty-seven Pounds to the Service of
the Year ending 30th June, 1912.
( Assented to 14th November, 1912.)
An Act to anthorise the raising of
hundred
thousand pounds by Loan for the con-
strnetion of certain Public Works and
for other purposes, and the Re-appro-
priation of certain Loan moneys.

_ {Assented to 5th December, 1912.)

An Aet to Appropriate and Apply
out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund
and from Moneys to credit of the Trust
Fund and the General Loan Fund cer-
tain sums to make good the Supplies
granted for the Service of the Year
ending the thirtieth day of June, One
thousand nine hundved and thirteen,
and to supplement Grants made by the
present Parliament during its last Ses-
sion in adjustment of the Vote “Ad-
vance to Treasorer, 1911-12,” for
Charges <uring the wyear ended the
30th day of June, 1912. (Assented to
16th December, 1912.)

An Act to constitute a Department
for the Administration of certain Aects
relating to Water Supply, Sewerage,
and Drainage, and for other purposes
incidental thereto. (Assented to 17th
December, 1012.)

An Aect to amend the Law with res-
peet to Compensation to Workers for
Injuries suffered in the course of their
Employment, (Assented to 2l1st De-
cember, 1912.)

An Act to amend and eonsolidate the
Law relating to the Setflement of TIn-
dustrial Thsputes by Arbitration, and
for other relative purposes. (Assented
to 21st December, 1912.)

Parliament was prorogued by Proclamation issued in a Government Gaazetle,
published at 11 a.m., on Tuesday, 31st December, 1912, to the 3rd April, 1913,

By Authority: FrEp. War. Sivpsox, Government Printer, Perth.



